
 

Scandalous from the Beginning 

 

 

January 1, 2012 

A Day of New Beginnings 

 

 

Worship Theme 

MERIDEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH FIND US AT: 
Main at Dawson Streets mumchurch@embarqmail.com 
P.O. Box 520 www.meridenumc.org 
Meriden, KS  66512 www.facebook.com 
(785) 484-2224 

Sunday Morning Classes   
 

Children’s classes: Pre-K – 8th grades meet downstairs in the church.  
MS and HS meet in the pastor’s office. 

 

Adult classes: “First Place 4 Health” meets in the parsonage.  “Growing 
in Faith” meets in the gym. 

 

Nursery available during worship for ages 0 – 5 years of age. 

Pastor ..................................................................... Dr. Richard O. Randolph 
Lay Leader ................................................................................. John Corum 
Accompanist ................................................................... Marybeth Bramlett 
Office Secretary/Volunteer Coordinator ............................ Carrie Bramlett 
Today’s Liturgist ...........................................................................................  
Today’s Greeters & Ushers .........................................................................  

VISION STATEMENT 

“Sharing God’s love within our community and into the world community.” 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“We share God’s love through:  committed worship and open fellowship; 
nurturing all to be ever better disciples of Jesus Christ; serving others from 
what God has given us.” 

Date Greeters Liturgist 

January 8th   

January 15th   

January 22nd   

January 29th   

If you would like to volunteer on the days that are empty or your 
name is listed and you cannot be here, please contact Marilyn 
Overstreet or the office.  Thanks so much for volunteering! 

GREETERS AND LITURGISTS 



Meriden United Methodist Church 
Epiphany and New Year’s Day 

January 1, 2012 
 
*Indicates those who are able, please stand.  Please read aloud the bold face 

print.  If you are a first time guest, we welcome you! 

 

 

Bringing in the Light of Christ - Prelude 
 

*Opening Prayer
1
 

L: Creative God, you make all things new in heaven and on 
earth. 

P: We come to you in a new year with new desires and old 
fears, 

L: New decisions and old controversies, 
P: New dreams and old weaknesses. 
L: Because you are a God of hope, 
P: We know that you create all the possibilities of the 

future. 
L: because you are a God of love, 
P: We know that you accept all the mistakes of the past. 
L: Because you are the God of our faith, 
P: We serve and bless you.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn of Gathering UMH Pg. 383 
 “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” 
 

Announcements, Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Children’s Time Dr. Randolph 
 “A Day of New Beginnings” 
 

Observance of a Covenant Renewal Service for New Year’s 
Day See Insert 
 

*Gospel Reading Matthew 2:1-12 

 

 

 

 

*Gloria Patri UMH Pg. 70 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen.  Amen. 

 

Today’s Message Dr. Randolph 
“Scandalous from the Beginning” 

 

A Time for Prayerful Reflection 

 

Hymn of Reflection UMH Pg. 254 
“We Three Kings” 

 

Offering 
 

*Doxology UMH Pg. 95 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 

here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Celebration of Holy Communion2 UMH Pg. 15-16 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 (At this time the congregation is welcome to stand and greet each 

other in the love of Christ.) 
 

*Carol of Mission UMH Pg. 251 
“Go Tell It On a Mountain” 

 

*Benediction 

 

  UMH = UM Hymnal  ♫ FWS = Faith We Sing 

1Adapted from a New Year’s Day prayer by Maren. C. Tirbassi, included in The 
United Methodist Book of Worship, 295. 
 
2The “Great Thanksgiving” used this morning is from The United Methodist Book of 
Worship, for “New Year and Epiphany Sunday.” 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CHURCH THIS WEEK 

Sunday, January 1st 

Happy New Year! / Communion 

9:00am 
9:45am 

10:00am 
11:15am 

Sunday School 
Welcoming time 
Worship 
Staff/Parish Committee 

  

Monday, January 2nd 

5:30am Body & Soul Fitness 

  

Tuesday, January 3rd 

Directory Pictures 

9:00am 
5:45pm 

Women’s Exercise 
Body & Soul Fitness 

  

Wednesday, January 4th 

5:30am 
7:00pm 

Body & Soul Fitness 
Choir Practice 

Thursday, January 5th 

9:00am 
5:45pm 
7:00pm 

Women’s Exercise 
Body & Soul Fitness 
Volleyball Practice 

  

Friday, January 6th 

5:30am Body & Soul Fitness 

  

Saturday, January 7th 

All Day 
10:00am 
4:00pm 

Quilt Group 
Basketball Clinic 
Korber Birthday 

  

Sunday, January 8th 

9:00am 
9:45am 

10:00am 
11:15am 
11:15am 
1:00pm 

Sunday School 
Welcoming time 
Worship 
Finance Committee 
Trustee Committee 
Volleyball Practice 

DIRECTORY PICTURES EXTENDED! - Were you unable to 
have your family portrait taken?  Did you forget to have your 
staff picture taken?  There is still time!  We have an extra day 
on Tuesday, January 3rd, 2:00pm to 8:30pm to get those 
pictures taken!  We have to have a minimum of 14 families 
signed up for them to come out!  So please sign up on the 
landing today or sign up online tomorrow.  We really want to 
include you in the directory and this will be the absolute last 
chance! 
 
UMW MEETING - The UMW will meet Wednesday, January 
4th at 9:30am.  Karolyn Conaway is in charge of the program 
and is the hostess.  All women of the church are invited! 

CURRENT PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayers of Concern 

 Men and women in the military 

 Daniel Chase’s sister, Beth, is diagnosed with brain tumors. 

 Charisse Powell’s grandfather, Don Smith, fell for the second 
time and has to re-do the knee surgery that he had done in 
October.  Please pray for the surgery and his spirits. 

 Theron Anderson is recovering from knee surgery. 

 Please pray for the family of Marilyn Johnson, who passed away 
December 26th. 

 Jerry McClurg has a serious medical condition. 

 Hank Smatla is transitioning from the VA Hospital to Deer Creek 
Park Nursing Facility 

 Janice, the sister of Rosemary Wickersham, is facing a serious 
medical diagnosis. 

 

Prayers of Joy and Thanksgiving 
 The Topeka Area district church we are praying for this week: 

Valley Falls-Coal Creek UMC and their Pastor Rob Clark 
 

If you have a prayer request, please call (785) 484-2224 or e-mail 
mumchurch@embarqmail.com. 

LOOK WHO’S CELEBRATING THIS WEEK! 

If your birthday or anniversary or someone you know isn’t here, please 
notify the office so it can be added! 

Anniversaries 
1/05 Lonnie & Raelene Schnacker 

Birthdays 
1/01 Taylor Hamon 
1/03 Crystal Welborn 
1/03 Jerry McClurg 
1/05 Kaitlinn Chase 



THINGS I WANT TO REMEMBER FROM TODAY’S SERMON TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

Matthew 2:1-12 
2
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 

2
asking, ‘Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 

3
When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 

4
and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 

5
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem 

of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  
6
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 

learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 

8
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 
pay him homage.’ 

9
When they had heard the king, they 

set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 

10
When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11

On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

12
And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 
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